Homogeneous crowding, i.e., crowding by other copies of the same, relatively unstable stemloop, broadens the unfolding transition relative to that seen when the stem-loop is crowded by either always folded or always unfolded molecules. This presumably occurs because the stabilizing effect of crowding by unfolded neighbors increases and the destabilization caused by folded neighbors decreases as more and more of the chains unfold. Shown are three sets of raw unfolding data collected at mean separations between 6 and 8 nm between adjacent chains.
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